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Abstract

The objectives of this study were to investigate the level of public mind among civil defense volunteers of Town
Municipalities in Hat Yai District, Songkhla Province, and to develop a causal model of public mind among civil defense
volunteers of Town Municipalities in Hat Yai District, Songkhla Province. The sample group consisted of 280 civil defense
volunteers recruited using stratified random sampling, and the research instrument was a five-level rating scale. Data
were analyzed with mean, standard deviation, and structural equation modeling with LISREL.

The study found that the level of public mind among civil defense volunteers of Town Municipalities in Hat Yai
District, Songkhla Province was at a very high level. The causal model of the civil defense volunteers was well fitted to
empirical data (X*=.00, CFI=1.00, RMR=.00 and RMSEA=.00). The public mind variable was directly influenced by social
support, attitude towards public mind, and future orientation and self-control variables, with the path coefficient values
.80, .16, and .07, respectively. The causal variables in the model could together explain the variances of the public mind
variable, the attitude towards the public mindedness variable, and the social support variable at 90, 19, and 5 percent,
respectively.

Keywords: causal model, public mind, civil defense volunteers
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