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Abstract

This phenomenological study using Hermeneutics’ philosophy aims to describe the meaning of drug use of Muslim
adolescents in Satun Province. Participants were recruited into the study through purposive sampling and snowball
sampling. Eleven participants were recruited with the following the inclusion criteria: were born as Muslim, had lived in
Satun Province for not less than 10 years, aged 15-19 years, had experience of drug use for at least 1 year when they
were aged less than 15 years, and scored no more than 36 on the Brief Psychiatric Rating Scale (BPRS). The instrument
fot this study was a semi-structured questionary. Data were gathered via in-depth interview between January 2013 and
November 2013 and analyzed through qualitative analysis of Van Manen.

The findings explained the phenomenon of the meaning of drug use of Muslim adolescents in Satun Province.
The Muslim participants described the meaning of drug use experience in 3 themes: 1) It is not what | thought, it would
be; 2) Substance was not sin; and 3) Difficuly to quit.
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The result of this research can be used as a guidance for Islamic studies policy making to have more understanding

on adolescents’ behaviors and to provide more effective education for them. According to that, it would be an

opportunity for those who are not in compulsory education to learn continuously, to complete the curriculum, and to

ruling on a point of Islamic law given by a recognized authority (fatwa). Other than that, each community health center

should educate the adolescents’ parents on supporting and parenting skills, also the therapists should have more

understanding to be able to encourage those adolescents. The next research should concern more on the context that

promotes Muslim adolescents to quit drug use to be further profits.

Keywords: drug use, adolescents, muslim
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