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Politic of Election: A Study of July 3, 2010 Election Constituency 5, Chiang Mai Province
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Abstract

The objective of the study was to explore why a candidate from Pheu Thai
party won the election in the electoral district 5 in Chiang Mai provinces held on
3 July 2011 in spite of his inferior popularity, political experience and person-
al achievement to the candidate from Chat Thai Pattana party. Moreover, this
study also aimed to analyze the Red-Shirt political movement’s strategies during
electoral campaign period. The linkage between the movement, the party, and
the candidate had made politics of election complicated and more interesting than
a normal campaign run only by a candidate. The main political concepts used to
structure the research are the following: Election campaign and collective identity.
The qualitative research methods used in the study comprise documentary and
in—depth interviews.

The results of the study indicated that the reasons Pheu Thai party’s
candidate won the election mainly because of the strategies employed by the local
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political group in Fang, Mae eye and Chaiprakarn district. These political groups were
a part of the Red Shirt movement which executes their movement according to the
current political situation. The notable strategy was to build “common identity”
between the Red-Shirt and the voters, through awareness of shared grievance and
adversarial attribution. This has made them feel they were on the same side, fight for
the mutual goals. In other way, Pheu Thai party also had better political campaign
by promoting their good achievement in the past and presenting people with better
policy than their adversaries. This was in complies with the establishment of the
election headquarter with multi-operative team such as the local political group
and advertisement team who were working in conjunction to much party support.
The flow of the Red Shirt supporter and their political ideology to fight for democracy

has resulted in the way that convince people of this electoral district to make their

vote base on the party choices rather than personal qualification.
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