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Abstract

The objectives of this study were to examine community participation and the factors that
influence community forest management in Tambon Wangmaprang Wangwiset District, Trang
Province, including problems, obstacles, and local people’s suggestions through quantitative and
qualitative methods. Data collection was conducted through questionaires distributed to occupants
of 300 local households, aged over 18 years, who had been residing in the area over 1 year, and
in—depth interviews of 17 key informants. Statistical applications for analysis were percentage,
mean, standard deviation, comparative group study, and one-way ANOVA. Data from in-depth
interviews are in descriptive analysis form.

The study results indicated that there was a poor level of participation in community
forest management. Gender, social status, utilizing community forest resources, perception of
community forest management information and knowledge of community forest management
affected people’s participation (statistically significant at the 0.001 level). Household members
also affected people’s participation (statistically significant at the 0.005 level)

Problems and limitations associated with people’s participation in community forest
management were the lack of public relations on the part of public and community leadership
related to community forest management and the lack of a policy to actively promote and support
community forest management. The research suggests that public and private sectors should be
playing important roles in promoting the community’s participation. These roles consist of
distributing general information related to the community forest, and efficient community forest
management and utilization. Through these supporting channels, people would acknowledge and
cultivate awareness of community forest conservation and community forest management would

increase in efficiency and sustainability over the long run.
Keywords: Participation, People, Community Forest
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