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Abstract

This research has used qualitative research method aiming to; 1) To study
local wisdom and value of Thai kite, 2) To study the conservation and inheritance
of Thai kites and 3) To study methods to support conservation and inheritance of
local wisdom of Thai kites. The researcher has chosen Phra Sri-Arn Temple, Ban
Luak sub-district, Photaram district, Ratchaburi, and Samrong Temple, Samrong
sub-district, Nakhon Chaisri district, Nakhon Pathom to be the research areas in
order to study the local wisdom of Thai kites. The interviewees are experts of Thai
kite making, professional Thai kite players, and those who play as leisure activity.
The tools used in this research are non-structured interview, as well as notes from
field trips. The researcher conducted document analysis, participant observation
and in-depth interview using triangulation method to cross-check the information.
Then the researcher analyzed quantitative data by using analytic induction and by

making summary structure. The results are as follows;

L Jpdinwn @nwneansumdudis anuimudnel ausfnwmenans urninededauins,
dua: areeratple@gmail.com

Academic Services Journal Prince of Songkla University | Vol. 25 No. 2, May-Aug 2014 1 37



5EIINYUINT UUINYIBUEVAUATUNS
Y7 25 atiuf 2 wguanau-Ganay 2557

The local wisdom of Thai kites is consisted of both knowledge of art and
science. Its hidden values have influenced people’s life style. The main two values
of Thai kites are as follows; firstly, individual personal development as those who
inherited and participated in Thai kite activities learned to improve their development
physically, mentally, intellectually, morally, socially, and traditionally. Secondly,
personal philosophical improvement as there is hidden ideas of teaching people how
to be morally and ethically a good person in accordance to the religious principles.

Nevertheless, as the world is changing, the wisdom of Thai kites has been
facing difficult situation due to the decrease of inheritors. The knowledge passed on
from one generation to the next is also disappearing. Furthermore, there has been
no real interest from any department or individuals, and the conservation is being
conducted in very small circle. Therefore, the conservation of Thai kites should be
supported by the government, private sectors, civil sectors as well as educational
institutes. There should be a set of committees acting as an organization to maintain
the wisdom and conservation, in order to gather all the knowledge of Thai kites and
start up different forms of presentation such as books and educational materials.
Collaboration in form of an organization to establish a community learning center for
local wisdom could be implemented. This will further raise awareness in conservation
among the people. The wisdom of Thai kites should also be included in Thai
educational system building up more support to Thai kite experts and identifying
them as teachers to bring up awareness of conservation of this tradition. Apart from
this, more events focusing on Thai kites could be introduced as well as holding
forum to publicize and to uplift the local Thai kites to be a universal sport, and

even to the international culture.
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