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Designs and Developments in Contemporary Shadow Puppet Theater

(Nang Talung) in Southern Thailand
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Abstract

The two main objectives in conducting this research were to understand the presentation
of Nang Talung in the South and to study contemporary developments in shadow Puppet Theater.
The target groups were villagers who watch Nang Talung and six Nang Talung troupes. The tools
that the researcher used were questionnaires, interviews, observation, and information analysis of
percentages, standard deviation, and content analysis.

Research findings : Traditionally the Ramakian was used in Nang Talung in the South of
Thailand. However, at present, Nang Talung has added stories from other Thai literature and
stories about royalty. For modern Nang Talung, the stories normally are taken from radio novels,
television dramas, and movies. Southern Nang Talung is unique. It is an art which uses shadow
figures to communicate with and entertain audiences who greatly enjoy the performances which
traditionally lasted all night. The puppets were made from cowhide or buffalo hide and have
become symbolic of the Nang Talung. Traditionally there were five kinds of music instruments:
a drum (glong), a pair of small drums (tap), a pair of gongs (mong), a pair of small cymbals
(ching), and an oboe (pi). Modern Nang Talung has added more musical instruments, such as
western drums, violins, and guitar.

The researcher presents the thinking and changes that have been designed to develop the
puppet show in three areas stories, characters, and music. Traditional stories have been embroi-
dered and new stories added to add life to the shows. New characters have been created for the

plays. In addition, waterproof paper has been developed to replace animal hide. Modern sound
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systems and new instruments and new music have been added. At present, the shadow puppet
theater has used new technology and computer graphics to help modify and modernize the shows
to make them more interesting for contemporary audiences and new products related to Nang

Talung have been designed for the tourist trade.
Keywords : Developments, Nang Talung, Contemporary
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