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Abstract

This qualitative research obtained data from related documents, participatory and
non-participatory observations, in—depth interviews of informants. The aim of the study was to
research Yuan communities in Tambon Tontan concerning their geographical, economical,
political, social, cultural aspects, to investigate their identity consciousness and to study the
process of presenting their identity in the context of tourism through a local museum and a
riverside market. The concepts of ethnic identity, local museums and tourism were employed in
this study.

It is found that most of the residents in Tambon Tontan are of Yuan ethnicity and still
preserve their identity even though they live in a community with diverse cultures. Their ancestors
migrated from Chiang San 200 years ago. They still do their daily activities in the same way as
their ancestors did, participate in Yuan youth activities, organize a Yuan Club in Saraburi, set up
the local museum and set up the Tontan riverside market. With the introduction of tourism, the
people of the Yuan community have had to adjust themselves to keep their ethnic identity by
highlighting Yuan identity through two key tourist attractions — the local museum and the riverside
market. These two attractions include 1. the definition of being Yuan in the concerned context,

2. the choice of exhibits symbolizing their identity in such contexts which involve the use of old
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items, the production of new items, the use of existing items and their adaptation, 3. the presentation
of their identity in the context of tourism and 4. the presentation of their identity depending on
interaction in the context of tourism. However, this presentation has had to be continuously

adapted in light of the interaction and the benefits it provides.
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