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Abstract

This is a qualitative study which used a phenomenological research design. It was conducted as part of a mixed
method design. The objective was to study the attitudes, motivation and preferences of media consumption that
influence students’ practicing cosplay of Korean popular culture. The key informants used in this research consisted
of eight students practicing cosplay based on Korean popular culture. Selected by purposive sampling through
observation, discussion and in-depth interview, and two Korean cultural experts providing their views on the dressing
of imitating Korean entertainment media. The data were analyzed using classification according to the research
problem. Then the data were analyzed by content analysis method. Using logic principles comparable to concept
theory and research in context. The results showed that attitudes, motivation and frequency of media consumption
contributed to the students’ practicing cosplay of Korean popular culture. Changing times, the influx of media and
capitalism are all catalysts for creating teenagers’ identities and a new value system for society. The results of this
study will be beneficial to individuals and related agencies for policy formulation, planning for the development of
media exposure and balancing desirable characteristics of Korean teenage culture.
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