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Abstract

This article is a partial study of the thesis named the development of performance from folklore which intended
to explore 1) The development performance based of the folklore. Focusing on the first mentioned objective, the
researcher consequently employed the qualitative researching methods consisting of literature review, interviews,
observations, and focus group in order to collect the data. The scope of the study was the folklore based performances
from 2510 B.E. and development the Mahajanaka Prototype in 2540 B.E. to Mahajanaka the Phenomenon Live Show.

The results of the study indicate that the folklore based performance is inspired by the ancient morals or wisdoms.
The development could be divided into 3 phases including 1) starting phase: the stories of the folklores were told by
human through the tales or the legends by supernatural phenomenon; 2) the diffusing phase: the stories were told
through the role plays and movements representing the habits of the characters; this attracted more audience; and
3) the new development phase: bringing folklore apocalypse had been developed to performance by adding choreographic
elements such as light, sound, costumes, backgrounds, movements, and lyrics to the better experience watching the
performances as well as using the performances as the medium for teaching and developing peoples’ quality of life.
One of the outstanding examples is the performance of Mahajanaka that was inspired by the royal writing of H.M.
the King Bhumibhol featuring the pertinacity. It is the prototype to the creation of various forms of performances in
the following years.
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