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Abstract

This paper is part of the research study on the social cohesion building in development project held by community
organizations and civil society organizations to reduce conflict in the Southern Border Provinces. This study seeks
to elaborate on social cohesion process under challenging context of ongoing unrest incidents in Southern Border
Provinces which have caused conflict at all levels of society through the Project on Increasing Opportunities for
Cooperation through Local Wisdom in Mayo District, Pattani Province. The project was designed and held by the
Office of Academic Resources, Prince of Songkla University at Mayo district, Pattani province with two objectives
including; to study about the methodology which were used through the project for social cohesion establishment;
to assess the effectiveness of the project methodology on social cohesion consolidation. The research methodology
used in this paper was mixed methods; both quantitative and qualitative. This study found that the development
project is critical in consolidation of social cohesion which could maintain relationship during ongoing violent conflict.
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Moreover, social cohesion is also a significant factor which drives cooperation in conflict resolution and may have
caused of sustainable peace. This study also found that the development project could establish positive sense of
social cohesion in small scale levels given that the development project established not only social relationship
between people from outside and inside community as project participants but also at the individual level as in case
of the project assistant group who are mostly youth group which trust among youth from different areas were built.
However, this study also highlighted limitations of this project including; low diversity of background of participants;
lack of maximizing profit from existing social capital such as shared local history which was foundation of the vertical
relationship and relationship among people with different beliefs. Therefore the social cohesion established in this
context is not sustainable enough to maintain relationship in the long run. Last but not least, this study highlighted that
the concept and methodology used in this project are still relevant and could be developed and used further in future.

Keywords: social capital, social cohesion, Mayo district, Pattani province, violence
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