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Abstract

The present study aimed at investigating the living condition of Siamese Buddhist monks for maintain Thai way
in Kelantan, Malaysia. Educating side of social, cultural and economic, employing a qualitative research method, data
collection consisted of gathering printed document, in - depth interviews, participatory and non - participatory observations.
Major informants were twelve Siamese lays Buddhist and ten Siamese Buddhist abbots in temple and data triangulation
was adopted composed of time, place and person. Using the framework through the social, cultural and economic
dimensions. Qualitative data analysis was performed based on the framework of social, cultural and economic dimensions.

The study indicated that on the social dimension, the followings were found: A network with Buddhist monks
in Thailand was form in order to receive monk rank, invite Thai monks to join the activities, exchange of views on the
monk administration, Royal Kathina. Interact with diverse people, especially people of Chinese descent, relationship
with the Sultanate of Kelantan State. Sultan is the appointed monk administration range. On the culture dimension, the
Siamese Buddhist monks are promoted in many ways such as using Thai language, Thai art and tradition to maintain
the roots of Thai culture and their ethnic identity to stand out among multiculturalism without conflicting with other
ethnicities. On the economic dimension, Siamese Buddhist monks earn monthly from Thai government, donation, and
distribution of sacred objects. Monks expense composed of travel expense, treatment and miscellaneous. The life of

Siamese Buddhist monks in Kelantan State reflect to maintain Thai way in Thai society to be known in other country.

Keywords: Siamese Buddhist monk, living condition, Thai way, Kelantan State, Malaysia
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