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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to investigate styles of houses in Melayu culture in Kampong Ayer, one of Brunei’s
old Muslim communities. The data of this qualitative study were collected from related documents and the field through
observations of houses and in-depth interviews with people in the community selected using purposive sampling. The
primary and secondary data were analyzed, and presented with analytical description. The study found that there are
three styles of houses: traditional, semi-traditional, and modern houses. Most houses are in the traditional style which
shows specific characteristics of the area. The layout of this style of houses is rectangular, and built on pillars planted
in the ground under water. The interior spaces are not defined by walls. Rooms are divided according to their functions;
walls are wood lath partitions, and windows are not adjacent. Semi-traditional style houses are traditional style houses
modified to have a modern look by adding, for example, rounded arches and spiral pillars. Semi-traditional style houses
mostly belong to upper class people. Modern style houses are built with modern technology and materials, and thus,
look different from other houses. Most of them were built to replace houses that were destroyed by fire, as ordered by
the Sultan. No matter what style the house is, each one has a veranda that is connected with a wooden or concrete
bridee. The different characteristics of the houses reflect changes of Melayu culture that have moved along with
influence of the modern world.

Keywords: house styles, Melayu culture, Kampong Ayer
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