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Abstract

This research aimed to; 1) study and compare the opinions of the Governors, the Chief District officers, the
Administrators of Local Administrative Organizations, and representatives of Civil Society on the possibility of managing
self-governing provinces; and 2) study the guidelines promoting the possibility of managing self-governing provinces.

This research was done with the quantitative and qualitative methods. The researcher specifically studied 231
stakeholders on the concept of managing self-governing provinces consisting of provincial administrators, district
administrators, administrators of Local Administrative Organizations (stakeholders on self-governing provinces), and
technical officers. The statistics for data analysis consisted of percentage, mean, and standard deviation.
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The research results showed the followings; 1) According to the results of studying and comparing the opinions
on the possibility of managing self-governing provinces, the researcher found that most of key informants who were
administrators or mayors of Local Administrative Organizations in Chiang Mai Province considerably expressed the
opinions on the possibility of managing self-governing provinces. The Administrators of Local Administrative Organizations
expressed the opinions with the highest mean of 3.86. The Governors expressed the opinions with the lowest mean
of 3.23.; and 2) As for the guidelines promoting the possibility of managing self-governing provinces, the researcher
found that the possibility of determining the structure of managing self-governing provinces consisting of Self-Governing
Province Council, Self-Governing Province Governor, and Self-Governing Province Civilian Council was high. However,
it was necessary to study determination of the role of power and duties by determining the principles of organizing
management, methods, and the relationship between Local Administrative Organization and Central Administrative
Organization by letting the Local Administrative Organizations govern themselves under supervision of the government.
As for Self-Governing Province Governor, it was necessary to clearly determine the qualifications of Self-Governing
Province Governor and study advantages and disadvantages to compare between the appointed Governors and the
elected Governors for determining and examining power and influence of elected persons for fairness, peace and order.
As for Civilian Council, it was necessary to suitably determine proportion of organizational groups and determine the
criteria capable of bringing about Provincial Civilian Council with several roles. Nevertheless, the model of managing
self-governing provinces used for public administration was not suitable because most people did not understand an
approach of self-governing provinces. However, it could be implemented in some areas in the form of the pilot projects
for studying advantages and disadvantages to develop, and planning for other areas.

Keywords: self-governing provinces, decentralization, governor
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