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Abstract

The objectives of this research are 1) to study sentence structures, distinguishment of specific meanings, and
rules of Korean guessing expressions, and 2) to study the problems in using Korean guessing expressions. The samples
were 107 Thai learners studying Korean in 4 universities which are Prince of Songkla University, Naresuan University,
Srinakharinwirot University, and Chiangmai Rajabhat University. The data collection tools were the questionnaires divided
into two parts: 1) general information and the respondents’ opinions towards the learning of Korean guessing expression
structures, and 2) Korean guessing expression tests concerning Korean sentence structures, comprehension of specific
meanings, and grammar rules.

The results of this study were

1. Thai learners cannot comprehend Korean sentence structures, specific meanings, grammar rules correctly. This
is because 1) The meanings of Korean guessing expression vary. For example, there are 5 different meanings of the
(L)u /e /(L)a AZT}structure, 2) The sentence structures of Korean guessing expression are different while the specific
meanings are similar. For instance, both «-(2) L /= /(2)a ARy (&)L 7H U Rp and -(2) L /=/(2) = B oty refer to an
indirect guess and a guess which transforms subjective into objective, and 3) The sentence structures of Korean guessing
expression are strictly defined. As an illustration, in case of an uncertain guess, the only sentence structure which can be
used are “-(2)v /&/(2) = A(=) R} In addition, the word <& A]” (“unsure”) is commonly used since it means unclear.

2. Thai learners’ errors in using Korean guessing expressions result from the influence of leaners’ mother tongue.
That is to say, the sentence structures of the guessing expression in Thai and Korean are different. Thai sentence structures
are mainly be used according to speakers. They could refer to future, intention, certainty, uncertainty, possibility, etc.
These sentence structures are extensively used in both written and spoken languages (Kanchana Sahaviriya, 2016:24).
On the contrary, Korean guessing expressions are distinctively defined by the meanings of the sentence structures.
This incongruity could lead to confusion in using sentence structures in each situation. For example, in case of future
prediction, due to the fact that Thai guessing expressions are not classified by experience of speakers, Thai learners
might incorrectly assume that, in case of inexperienced speakers, a Korean expression for an unclear guess can be used.

According the results, this study suggests the teaching methods of Korean guessing expressions for Thai learners
as follows: 1) The Rule of Context, 2) The Rule of Use, 3). The Rule of Relevance, and 4) The Rule of Economy.

Keywords: Guessing Expressions, Korean, Thai learners
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