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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to investigate beliefs in the tradition of “Song Phao” in Takhria Sub-district, Ranot
District, Songkhla Province, Thailand. The data of this qualitative study were collected through in-depth interviews with
knowledgeable persons, the elderly and working-age people in Takhria Sub-district. It was found that Takhria locals
live near a river and Songkhla Lake, therefore, their main occupations are native fishing and rice farming for which they
have to depend mainly on rainwater. In doing native fishing, they often encounter natural disasters that cause losses of
lives and properties while rice farming is sometimes damaged by storms; and outbreaks of epidemic diseases damage
their crops. When they cannot defeat such natural disasters, they have to seek a refuge of the mind by associating
themselves with the beliefs that the Goddess of Water and the Goddess of Earth make their crops fertile. Likewise,
guardian spirits and ancestral spirits are believed to protect Takhria locals and provide them with well-being without
illnesses and harmful happenings. Therefore, Takhria locals hold the tradition of “Song Phao” every year by making small
rafts and offering dried food to thank these sacred gsoddesses and spirits and to float away sufferings and misfortune.

Keywords: beliefs, Song Phao, Takhria
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